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AIRG Medal awarded to  
Blamey Saunders hears 

29th August 2013 – Melbourne, Australia 

The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG) has awarded its AIRG Medal for Technological 

Innovation in Australasian SMEs to specialist hearing aid company Blamey Saunders hears for the 

successful commercialisation of breakthrough, lower cost, hearing technology. 

At the AIRG’s National Winter Meeting in Melbourne yesterday (28 August), Professor Peter Blamey, 

Dr Elaine Saunders and Dr Daniel Taft received the AIRG Medal in recognition of their invention and 

retailing of proprietary self-fitting hearing aids based on bionic ear technology, with a fully 

integrated telehealth service model.  

AIRG President Leonie Walsh said that winning the AIRG Medal required industrial research that is 

not only demonstrated but is implemented at full scale.  “Attributes of an outstanding innovation 

include a solution to an unmet technical or social challenge, implemented with an innovative 

business or service model.”  “The Blamey Saunders hears innovation demonstrates this with the 

technical solution based on breakthrough technology and a cost-effective delivery model that 

ensured access to the technology by those who need it most.  This has set a new benchmark for 

competitors in this field.” 

 

‘This award from the AIRG is made in recognition of world-leading innovative technology being 

developed and effectively commercialised for the benefit of the wider community in Australia,’  said 

Dr Elaine Saunders, Audiologist and CEO of Blamey Saunders hears. 

The AIRG Medal is awarded to a current industrial research manager, researcher or group of 

researchers making the most outstanding Australasian industrial research management and/or 

industrial research contribution during the previous year. Awards are made separately to large 

multinational corporation nominees and small to medium enterprises.  

Dr Saunders, Professor Blamey, and Dr Taft developed an eHealth business to supply hearing aids 

that customers can easily tune at home.  Utilising Professor Blamey’s clinically-trialled amplifier 

technology, already found in the bionic ear (ADRO®), the team designed self-fitting software (called 

“IHearYou®”) that customers use to fit and tune their hearing aids on their home computers.  

Blamey Saunders hears hearing aids contain world-leading technology with 64 channels of digital 

sound.   

The team also designed and implemented an eHealth service model using sophisticated 

communications technology to provide ongoing audiological and hearing aid support to customers 

anywhere in Australia.  This includes a hearing database application which enables staff to monitor a 

customer's hearing aid settings and adjustments and to modify their settings remotely.  This 

innovation is unprecedented in the hearing aid industry: Blamey Saunders hears is the only hearing 

aid company world-wide that embraces a true eHealth model. 
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About the AIRG 

The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG) was found in 1964 and its Mission is to enhance the 

effectiveness of industrial research in Australia and New Zealand. The AIRG is the professional body for 

managers responsible for technological innovation and R&D in companies operating in Australia & New 

Zealand. The AIRG also has affiliate members who come from public research agencies, universities and service 

groups; each with interests in R&D and innovation. 

The AIRG’s role is to improve the quality of research management in Australia & New Zealand by organising 

activities which stimulate greater understanding of the effective management of research and development 

and innovation as a force to drive economic, industrial and societal activities. 

Contact Anne Houston, Executive Officer, GPO Box 3587 Melbourne VIC 3001 on +61 3 9864 0913 or 

secretariat@airg.org.au  

www.airg.org.au  

About Blamey Saunders hears: 

Blamey Saunders hears (BSH) provides hearing aids that are effective, accessible and affordable. The Company 

founders, Professor Peter Blamey and Dr Elaine Saunders together with Dr Daniel Taft, invented a 

revolutionary, self-fit hearing aid system employing the amplification technology used in the bionic ear. The 

hearing aids are so smart and intuitive that people can tune them themselves. BSH’s advanced hearing aid 

technology and the online eHealth model provides an unprecedented level of service, and is an important step 

in the global shift to eHealth solutions. 

Contact Sara Zucchi, Red Agency,  Level 1, 132 Gwynne Street, Richmond VIC 3121 on +61 (3) 9426 5348 or 

Sara.Zucchi@redagency.com.au  

www.blameysaunders.com.au  
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