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The Aims of CAESIE  

• To enhance collaboration between research and 
business 

• To better realise the innovation dividend by assisting 
SMEs to collaborate with the public funded research 
sector - and  

• Develop these collaborations between Australia and 
the European Union (EU).  
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Priority Areas -1 

• Clean Energy 

– key priority for the Australian Government which is 
investing more than $5 billion (AUD) through the 
Clean Energy Initiative to support the development 
of clean energy and energy efficiency technologies 
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Priority Areas - 2 
• Healthy Ageing Through Enabling Technologies 

– Australian engagement in this challenge will be driven by the 
government’s National Enabling Technologies Strategy, released 
in February 2010 

– Active and healthy ageing has been identified as a major societal 
challenge common to all European countries.  

– In March 2011 the European Council endorsed the launch of a 
Pilot European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy 
Ageing as one of the key initiatives of the Innovation Union 
Flagship under the Europe 2020 Strategy. 
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Priority Areas - 3 

• Sustainable Cities 

– The Australian Government is addressing key 
challenges and opportunities to improve the 
productivity, livability and sustainability of Australia's 
cities 

– In June 2011 the European Commission launched the 
Smart Cities and Communities Initiative, the EU's new 
program for the energy efficient cities of tomorrow. 
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CAESIE Partners 
• CAESIE is a bilateral consortium comprising the following members from Europe and 

Australia: 

– The German Aerospace Centre (DLR);  

– The Australian Department of Innovation, Industry, Science, Research and Tertiary Education 
(DIISRTE);   

– The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG);  

– The Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE);  

– The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der angewandten Forschung e.V., FhG, (Fraunhofer 
Institute for Manufacturing Engineering and Automation IPA), and 

– The VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland. 
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CAESIE Provides 
• Free assistance to establish collaborative linkages between SMEs and 

researchers (Australia- Europe) for knowledge exchange and R&D 
product development. 

• Stage One Priming Grants to eligible SME applicants to develop their 
relationship with a researcher or research organisation, and  

• Stage Two Priming Grants to formalise partnerships and assist with 
applying for major R&D funds (Australia-Europe). 

• Free assistance with identifying government-funded programs and 
incentives in Australia and Europe for major project development 
and other opportunities for research and innovation. 
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CAESIE Process 
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Value Proposition 
1. Eligible SME applicants are awarded Priming Grants to fund a face-

to-face meeting with prospective partners to establish if a long-
term working collaboration can be formed. 

2. CAESIE will provide free services to SMEs to match appropriate 
research, technology and intellectual property partners in 
respective countries, saving time money and resources. 

3. Though the National Contact Points, CAESIE will provide free access 
to a 'network of networks'  in the EU and Australia to SMEs and 
researchers seeking partnering opportunities. 
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CAESIE Priming Grants 
Stage One Priming Grant 

• To facilitate the initial collaboration arrangements between SMEs and researchers and research organisations; 

– An initial Priming Grant of AUD5,000 or EU4,000 (depending on exchange rates) will be made to eligible SME applicants to facilitate 
a meeting with a potential research partner.  

Stage Two Priming Grant 

• Once a collaboration proposal is agreed in principle;  

– A further Priming Grant of AUD5,000 or EU4,000 (depending on exchange rates ) may be made to partnerships that can 
demonstrate ongoing collaboration efforts.   

– The Stage Two Priming Grant can be used to formalise partnership agreements  (travel/legal/contract costs) and/or offset costs in 
applying for major research/development funds (Australia-Europe). 

• Round one Stage one priming grants call for application June-July 2013 results announced October-November 2013 
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Application Process 

• Take the eligibility test; 

• If eligible, fill out the Expression of Interest 
form online; 

• We will contact you. 

• The process will be faster if you already have 
identified potential partners for collaboration. 
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Summary 
• CAESIE is a bilateral program between the European Union and Australia. 

• Specifically targeted to enhance science and technology collaboration between 
small to medium enterprises (SMEs) and researchers (in Europe and Australia). 

• Three core priority areas. 

• Priming grants (stage one and two) to establish collaborations. 

• Workshops in EU & AU for partner facilitation 

• Expert advice in process through National Contact Points (AU & EU). 

• Assistance with finding the right partners if required. 
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Further Information & Contact 

• Through the website 

– Comprehensive information available 

– Email contact through the website 

• www.caesie.org 
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