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Textor Technologies receives AIRG Medal for 
technological innovation  

27
th

 August 2014 – Melbourne, Australia 

Textor Technologies was last night awarded the prestigious AIRG Medal for Australasian SME Technological 

Innovation. The AIRG Medal is awarded by the Australasian Industrial Research Group.  

This award was presented to Textor Technologies at the AIRG Winter Meeting Dinner, 26 August, for the 

Innovation in materials and processes for absorbent sanitary and medical products.  

The medal recognises the innovative methods used to produce the next generation Huggies nappy, which was 

commercially released within a year of its concept. This included not only the development of ultra-absorbent 

material, but also the development of a new manufacturing process with unique technologies. This has 

allowed Textor Technologies, a small family-run business with 50 employees to remain internationally 

competitive and a leader in this field.  

AIRG is pleased to be able to recognise such a significant contribution by an Australian SME, to an international 

market and one previously dominated by large industry.  

"Textor have addressed a significant market gap in an extremely competitive environment with their new 

technology and product development" said AIRG (Australasian Industrial Research Group) President Leonie 

Walsh. “It is a great demonstration of innovation at the product level and along the supply chain to enhance all 

aspects of their offering to a global market. Textor is also partnering with CSIRO and Siemens to continue to 

develop and refine new technologies.” 

It also emphasises the importance of long-term collaboration and engagement in R&D, with a variety of 

partners in industry and public sector research, and the benefits this brings; whilst highlighting what can be 

achieved when organisations put innovation at the centre of their business, and of the benefits of researchers 

being embedded in businesses to deeply understand their needs, challenges and opportunities. 

Textor’s success was assisted by partnerships with CSIRO and Kimberley Clark. Department of Industry’s 

Researchers in Business program embedded a CSIRO researcher into the business to help leverage knowledge 

and work towards developing a new and improved product.  

The Award was presented to Textor Technologies was accompanied by individual awards to Andy Butler, Phil 

Penaia, Alicia Anindya, Paul Cacioli, Kevin Wong and Danielle Kirby, of Textor. Phillip Butler, Director, Textor 

Technologies, and Niall Finn, CSIRO, were also recognised for their contributions. 

Media contact Anne Houston, Executive Officer, on +61 3 9864 0913 / +61 433 901 407 or 

secretariat@airg.org.au; Emily Lehmann, Communication Advisor, CSIRO, on +61 3 9545 8746 / +61 419 271 

822 or  Emily.Lehmann@csiro.au. 

About the AIRG Medal 

The AIRG Medal is an annual award, made to a current industrial research manager, researcher or 

group of researchers making the most outstanding Australasian industrial research management and 

or industrial research contribution during the previous year. Two awards are made annually, one to 

large multi-national corporate nominees and the other to small to medium enterprises (SMEs). 
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About AIRG 

The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG) was found in 1964 and its mission is to enhance 

the effectiveness of industrial research in Australia and New Zealand. The AIRG is the professional 

body for managers responsible for technological innovation and R&D in companies operating in 

Australia & New Zealand. The AIRG also has affiliate members who come from public research 

agencies, universities and service groups; each with interests in R&D and innovation. 

The AIRG’s role is to improve the quality of research management in Australia & New Zealand by 

organising activities which stimulate greater understanding of the effective management of research 

and development and innovation as a force to drive economic, industrial and societal activities. 

www.airg.org.au  
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