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Driving Knowledge Exchange in Scotland 

 

Interface’s free and impartial service connects 
businesses to the right academic expertise for 
increased R&D activity leading to the creation 

and development of new products, services and 
processes. 

 



INDUSTRY 

RESEARCH 

STAKEHOLDERS INTERVENTIONS 

Scottish Government 

Enterprise Agencies 

Scottish Funding Council 

Large Companies SMEs Spin-Outs 

Universities Research Institutes Innovation Centres 

• Innovation Vouchers 
• Consultancy 
• Knowledge Transfer 

Partnership 
• Work Based Learning 
• Sponsored Studentship 
• Licencing 
• Joint research 

programmes 

Reactive Reactive Proactive 



Interface – Our Academic Partners 





Interface Programme 
 Impartial central point 

of access 
Working with businesses and 

organisations from: 
All sectors 
All regions 

All Universities and Research 
Institutions 

 
 

Sector Engagement 
Creating links with sector focussed 
Innovation Centres and  creating  

opportunities for sectors that don’t 
have an Innovation Centre.  

Activities include: 
Food Health & Innovation Service 

Interface Food & Drink  
Common Interest Groups 

University Assets 

Funding  
Helping organisations  fund their 

collaborations through: 
Innovation Vouchers 

Innovation Voucher Student 
Placement  

Follow-On Innovation Vouchers 
Horizon 2020 SME Engagement 

Voucher 
Food & Drink Funding  

Policy influencing and 
development 

Scottish and UK Government 
Scottish Funding Council / Enterprise 

agencies  / Universities  Scotland 
Innovation Scotland  
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The Interface service – How it works 

Businesses come to 
Interface directly, or 
through referrals from 
business support 
organisations throughout 
Scotland, looking to create 
and develop their ideas. 

The Interface Team work 
with them to understand 
their goals and objectives; 
searching through all of 
Scotland’s 23 higher 
education and research 
institutions to find the 
right partner to address 
their needs. 

Once a match has been 
made Interface remain on 
hand to provide 
continuous support. We 
can identify numerous 
funding opportunities to 
offset the cost of the 
project.  
  



Interface - The Matchmaker for Business 

Academic Partners 
All Scottish Universities 
& Research Institutions 

Stimulating demand 

Direct Contact 
• Events 
• Social media   
• Word of mouth  
• E-marketing 

Network of Referrals 
• Intermediary 

organisations 
• Trade organisations 
• Industry leader groups 
• Chambers of Commerce 
• Other Membership 

groups 
• HEIs 

 
 

Collaborative 
Solution 

Repeat Business   

Company referrals 
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Business Benefits of working with us 

• Regional support though locally based staff  
• Knowledge and experience - translators 
• Impartial connections to ALL of Scotland’s universities and research 

institutions  
• Inspiration through off-the-shelf technologies 
• Access to facilities & equipment  
• Addressing incremental, step change and common challenges 
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Business Benefits 

• 79% expect an increase in turnover 
• 57% businesses have, or will, increase profits 
• 50% have, or will, increase productivity 
• 40% have, or will, increase exports 

• 360 jobs supported per year 
• 60% increased R&D activity 
• 68 new products developed & 

35 existing products improved 
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Academic Benefits 

• Gain ideas for further R&D projects 
• Enhance skills & knowledge 
• Stimulate innovation  
• Improved understanding of business 

requirements 
 

• Opportunities for ongoing 
collaboration  

• Lead rewarding collaborations 
with innovative businesses 

• Develop a culture of 
knowledge exchange using 
industry relevant research 
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Project 

Several 
projects 

Sustained 
co-
operation 

Partnership 

Strategic 
partnership 

Supporting Relationship Building 
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The types of projects available for business 

• Research & technology capabilities  
• Access to equipment & facilities 
• Training, support & development 
• Strategy, marketing & planning support 

• Specialist expertise 
• Contract research 
• Consultancy 
• Industrial placements 
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Collaborative Funding Opportunities 

  
  

  
  

• Work based 
student learning 

• Access facilities 
 

• Innovation  
vouchers 

• H2020 SME 
Engagement 
Vouchers 

• Student 
placement IV 

• SMART/ R&D 
grants 

 

• Industrial 
studentships 

• Consultancy 
• Knowledge 

Transfer 
Partnerships 
 

• Innovate UK 
Collaborative 
Grants 

 
 

• Horizon 2020 
 



Funding Through Interface 
Innovation Vouchers: 
Up to £5,000 of funding aimed at encouraging new business and academic 
partnerships.  
Since the beginning of the scheme Interface has administered 839 vouchers 
to the sum of £3,980,734 
 
Follow on Innovation Vouchers:  
Up to £20,000 of match funding to encourage sustained relationships with 
academia. 
Since the beginning of the scheme Interface has administered 44 vouchers to 
the sum of £556,820 

Horizon 2020 SME Engagement Scheme 
Up to £5,000 to help businesses, and academics, prepare applications for the €70 
billion Horizon 2020 European funding programme 
Since the beginning of the scheme Interface has administered 7 vouchers to the sum of 
£28,555 

Total: 
890 Vouchers to the sum of 
 

£4,566,109 



• React2 develop tools for speech and 
language therapy and rehabilitation 

• They approached Interface to better 
support stroke patient recovery at home 

• Interface connected them to SINAPSE, the 
Scottish University research pool for brain 
imaging 

• Using functional Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (fMRI) React2 and the University of 
Edinburgh were able to measure brain 
activity by detecting associated changes in 
blood flow.  

• The results of this research have allowed 
React2 to develop their software and 
enhance patient recovery through 
computer assisted home therapy. 

“This is the sort of research that we as a 
small company could never fund ourselves, 
but through Interface and SINAPSE, we are 
working with the foremost brain imaging 
specialists in the world. It’s fantastic.” 
 
Dean Turnbull, Managing Director, React2 

React2 

Life Sciences 



• Matched to  Glasgow Caledonian University 
to develop a technology for the vertical 
transportation of materials 

• Funded by SFC Innovation Voucher 
• The partnership has created a spoon based 

system that slows materials, reducing dust 
and damage and offering substantial 
advantages over a conventional cascade. 

• Winner of Innovation of the Year Award 
2014 

• Impartial judges noted numerous 
applications and that in reconfiguring and 
reengineering an existing system they have 
shown real innovation. 

“There are many ways that SMEs can get 
help with their projects but the biggest 
issue is the time taken to do this when you 
only have a small team. Having a local, 
proactive source like Interface has made 
the process easy and quick, with a high 
quality outcome.” 
 
John Fuller, President and CEO, LoadFast 
Systems 

LoadFast Systems 

Engineering & Technology 



Creative Industries 

Studio LR 
• Worked with the universities of 

Edinburgh and Stirling to create 
signage that would support increased 
independence and wellbeing for 
older with dementia  

• Funded by SFC Innovation Voucher 
• Findings of the subsequent report 

has allowed Studio LR to develop 
design guidelines and designs that 
have led to consistent signage which 
will further support venerable groups 

“Thanks to Innovation Voucher 
funding, the collaborative process of 
working with the universities of 
Edinburgh and Stirling has been both 
stimulating and fruitful, with exciting 
new thinking emerging throughout the 
process.  As the project builds in 
momentum, our purpose has become 
clearer and more worthwhile.”  
 
Lucy Richards, Creative Director, 
StudioLR 

Before: After: 



Lightbody iQ Chocolate Mara Seaweed 

Sea Buckthorn Black & Gold Hectares Sweet Potatoes 

Food & Drink – R&D to Market-Ready Products 



Scottish Gold 
• 8 independent cold pressed rapeseed oil 

manufacturers, Scotland Food & Drink and 
Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society 
(SAOS) and was formed in March 2013.  

• Two £10K Feasibility projects with academia 

• Identifying environmental factors which 
cause variation in fatty acid composition 
in Rapeseed Oil 

• Taste and colour comparisons of Scottish 
Rapeseed Oil compared to alternative 
rapeseed Oils 

• £10k from the Community Food Fund to 
support a marketing campaign to further 
promote Scottish Rapeseed Oil 

Food & Drink – Common Interest Groups 

“The Common Interest Group allows 
us, as producers, to work together, 
sharing knowledge and experiences 
which will allow us to create a centre 
of expertise to push the rapeseed oil 
sector in Scotland.  By setting up the 
group we anticipate additional 
opportunities will develop and we 
believe that by being a part of a 
group the members will be in the 
best place to take advantage of 
these.”  
Mark Bush, Summer Harvest Oils. 



Creating a path to success 

Clear Communication: 
Communication and clear agreement on costs, IP 
sharing and timelines from outset. 

Expectation management: 
Manage multi-party expectations at all stages of the 
project.  

Key Milestones: 
Ensuring delivery by both parties in keeping with 
agreed milestones. 

Sustained Relationships: 
Growing initial relationship from small project to 
strategic partnership. 
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Economic & Societal Impacts 



Interface – What our clients think… 



w: 
t: 

interface-online.org.uk 
0044 845 013 0536 

@InterfaceOnline 

 InterfaceOnlineUK 

Interface - The knowledge 
connection for business  

Contact Us 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24

