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The 2012 AIRG Medal for SMEs is awarded to 
EM Solutions’ Chief Engineer – Peter Bradley 

February 2012 – Melbourne, Australia 

The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG) today announced that the 2012 AIRG Medal for 

innovation in Australasian SME’s will be awarded to Peter Bradley, the Chief Engineer at EM 

Solutions. 

The AIRG Medal is awarded to a current industrial research manager, researcher or group of 

researchers making the most outstanding Australasian industrial research management and or 

industrial research contribution during the previous year.  Awards are made separately to large 

multinational corporation nominees and to small to medium enterprises 

At the AIRG Summer Meeting in Victoria on 27th February 2012, Peter received the AIRG Medal 

which celebrates an outstanding technological achievement from small-to-medium enterprises 

(SME's) based in Australia or New Zealand.  

Peter’s award was made for the development of novel circuits and systems integrated into a 

compact satellite tracking terminal that can find, lock onto and track Ka-band (20/30GHz) satellites 

to deliver high capacity data (>2Mb/s), even while the terminal is mobile whether on a land vehicle, 

ship or aircraft.  

Known as a satellite-on-the-move (SOTM) terminal, the system is currently being delivered to the 

Australian Defence Force Capability Development Group for operational field evaluation trials and 

US Military certification. The satellites that will also be used by NBN Co to provide broadband 

services to remote Australia also work in the same frequency band. 

AIRG President, Leonie Walsh, said, “Winning this Medal requires industrial research that is not only 

demonstrated but implemented at full scale.  The AIRG is privileged to see a lot of ideas and 

possibilities, which look like they have potential.  However, too many of these may never actually 

eventuate.  The award of the AIRG medal is about recognising commercial achievements that are 

proven in the market”.  Mrs Walsh commented that “The EM Solutions’ submission unequivocally 

qualified. Peter Bradley took effective research and development through to demonstration and 

then through to successful commercialisation.  It is not every day that this sort of success is 

demonstrated. 

“While there were several well regarded contenders for the award, the committee ultimately agreed 

that Peter Bradley’s nomination was the worthy winner.”  

EM Solutions CEO Dr. Rowan Gilmore said “The award from AIRG is further evidence that innovation 

can help Australian small businesses succeed, and it proves that the development of new intellectual 

property through original R&D is a viable strategy for achieving competitive advantage. 

”With over 30 years of ongoing electronic engineering excellence, Peter Bradley’s contribution to the 

Australian wireless industry and EM Solutions is well recognised through this award of the AIRG 

Medal”. 
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About the AIRG 

The Australasian Industrial Research Group (AIRG) was found in 1964 and its Mission is to enhance the 

effectiveness of industrial research in Australia and New Zealand. The AIRG is the professional body for 

managers responsible for technological innovation and R&D in companies operating in Australia & New 

Zealand. The AIRG also has affiliate members who come from public research agencies, universities and service 

groups; each with interests in R&D and innovation. 

The AIRG’s role is to improve the quality of research management in Australia & New Zealand by organising 

activities which stimulate greater understanding of the effective management of research and development 

and innovation as a force to drive economic, industrial and societal activities. 

Contact Anne Houston, Executive Officer, GPO Box 3587 Melbourne VIC 3001 on +61 3 9864 0913 or 

airg@atse.org.au or www.airg.org.au  

About EM Solutions 

For details of the SOTM terminal see http://www.emsolutions.com.au/products-and-solutions/satellite-

systems/satcom-on-the-move . 

EM Solutions is recognised by customers around the world for manufacturing technologically superior 

microwave modules and systems which deliver next generation satellite and broadband communications.  It 

strives to offer differentiated microwave products that embed its unique IP, and are available on demand.   

Since 1998, the company has produced integrated RF modules used in radios, radar, and remote sensing 

applications for over 200 defence and commercial customers around the world. EM Solutions offers system-

level design checking and validation, and an RF performance guarantee as a key foundation of its commitment 

to a customer partnership. The company is a Defence accredited supplier and is ISO-9001 certified.   

Contact: Jamie Smith, Director of Marketing and Sales on +61 7 3392 7600 or 

Jamie.smith@emsolutions.com.au or www.emsolutions.com.au  
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