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• Industry - research collaboration in Australia is key to realising 

economic benefits from the scientific and technological innovation 

that this country produces, and to our economic future  

 

• It’s critical to maximally leveraging our innovation resources to 

compete effectively on the global stage  

 

• Industry - research collaboration is therefore an important pillar of 

the Government’s innovation agenda  

 

Key Messages 



 

 

 

• Australia ranks very lowly in the OECD when it comes to 

collaboration between industry and researchers 

Research Collaboration 



Collaboration between research and industry  



 

 

• Australian business has a low incidence of new-to-market 

innovation  

 

• Significantly less than EU countries and OECD countries such as 

Canada, New Zealand, Japan and Korea 

Entrepreneurship 



Country innovation comparison 2010 

Source: Eurostat Community innovation survey 7 (2010); and ABS 2011 



4 pillars 

 

• A lower cost, business friendly environment with less regulation, 

lower taxes and more competitive markets 

 

• A more skilled labour force 

 

• Better economic infrastructure and  

 

• Industry policy that fosters innovation and entrepreneurship 

 

Industry Innovation and Competitiveness Agenda 



 

• Food and Agribusiness 

 

• Mining Equipment , Technology and Services 

 

• Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals 

 

• Advanced Manufacturing and  

 

• Oil, Gas and Energy Resources 

 

Five Industry Growth Centres 



3 elements 

 

 

• Business Management   

 

• Research Connections 

 

• Accelerating Commercialisation 

Entrepreneurs Infrastructure Program (EIP)   



 

 

• Over 12,000 companies registered for the program in 2012/13 

 

• Registrations up 10.5% year-on year 

 

• More that 3,000 new customers – up 9% year-on-year 

  

 

 

 

R&D tax incentive – who is accessing the program 



 

• Australia’s research focussed in key sectors, bias towards applied 

research, but with a common theme of low translation into 

commercial outcomes 

 

• Public funded research bodies have a major focus on medical and 

health sciences, engineering and biological sciences 

 

• In 2011-12, the largest contributors to business R&D expenditure 

were the manufacturing, mining and insurance services sector. 

Targeted Research Effort 



 

 

• Great examples of research-industry collaboration in Australia 

happen both within and outside Government framework 

 

• Government priority is building collaboration and creating closer 

links between industry and science 

Conclusion 
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